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U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

Policy Statement and Required Actions Regarding 

Pregnant, Postpartum, Nursing Individuals, and Infants in Custody 

A. Policy Statement 

Persons who are pregnant, postpartum, or nursing may have humanitarian or public health needs 
that should be considered and appropriately addressed while they are in CBP custody. Similarly, 
infant children, whether born in CBP custody or encountered by CBP as infants, have unique 
medical and other care in custody needs that must be accounted for. This overarching policy 
addresses the needs of these vulnerable populations and supplements the following policies and 
directives related to persons in CBP custody. 

• CBP Directive No. 3340-030B, Secure Detention, Transport, and Escort Procedures at 
Ports of Entry, dated August 8, 2008. 

• CBP Directive No. 2210-004, Enhanced Medical Support Efforts, dated December 30, 2019. 

• CBP Directive No. 3340-025F, Reporting Significant Incidents to U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection WATCH, dated November 2, 2021. 

• CBP Directive No. 3340-026, Significant Event Reporting, dated May 11, 2021. 

• CBP Policy Document, National Standards on Transport, Escort, Detention, and Search, 
dated October 2015. 

• U.S. Border Patrol Policy No. 08-11267, Hold Rooms and Short Term Custody, dated 
January 31, 2008. 

• CBP Policy Memorandum, Clarification of At-Risk Population and Hold Room Monitoring 
Provisions in the CBP National Standards on Transport, Escort, and Detention, dated May 
24, 2019. 

• CBP Policy Memorandum, Pregnancy and Childbirth Guidance, dated August 18, 2021. 

B. Required Implementation Actions 

Within 45 days of the CBP Commissioner's approval of this policy, the Office of Field 
Operations (OFO) and the United States Border Patrol (USBP) must submit their respective 
policy implementation plans to the Office of the Commissioner for approval prior to field-level 
dissemination and implementation. These plans must describe how each office will implement 
the provisions listed below. The plans submitted by OFO and USBP may differ based on each 
component's unique operational environments and funding considerations, but both plans must 
address and fully implement the care, custody, and documentation requirements in this policy 
statement. Likewise, any resulting local policies must adhere to the minimum standards and 
requirements outlined in this policy statement and may exceed those requirements as appropriate. 












