
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
◆

19 CFR CHAPTER I

NOTIFICATION OF TEMPORARY TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS
APPLICABLE TO LAND PORTS OF ENTRY AND FERRIES
SERVICE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, U.S. Department of Homeland
Security; U.S. Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: Notification of temporary travel restrictions.

SUMMARY: This document announces the decision of the Secretary
of Homeland Security to temporarily limit the travel of individuals
from Canada into the United States at land ports of entry along the
United States-Canada border to ‘‘essential travel’’ as further defined
in this document.

DATES: These restrictions go into effect at 11:59 p.m. Eastern
Daylight Time (EDT) on March 20, 2020 and will remain in effect
until 11:59 p.m. EDT on April 20, 2020.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Alyce Modesto,
Office of Field Operations, U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) at 202–344–3788.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID–19), a communicable disease
caused by a new (novel) coronavirus named SARS–CoV–2, is a respi-
ratory disease that can cause fever, cough, and difficulty breathing,
with reported illnesses ranging from mildly symptomatic to severe
illness and death. Although the virus that causes COVID–19 was
originally detected in China, it has resulted in a pandemic with cases
in 158 countries, including in the United States and Canada. On
January 30, 2020, the Director-General of the World Health Organi-
zation declared the outbreak a ‘‘public health emergency of interna-
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tional concern’’ under the International Health Regulations (2005).1

On January 31, 2020, the Secretary of the Department of Health and
Human Services declared a nationwide ‘‘public health emergency’’
under section 319 of the Public Health Service Act, 42 U.S.C. 274d, as
a result of confirmed cases of COVID–19.2 On March 11, 2020, the
World Health Organization announced that the COVID–19 outbreak
can be characterized as a pandemic. On March 13, 2020, the Presi-
dent determined that the ongoing COVID–19 pandemic is of sufficient
severity and magnitude to warrant an emergency determination un-
der section 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121–5207. In addition, on March 13,
2020, the President declared a national emergency under sections
201 and 301 of the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.3

To protect against the COVID–19 threat in Canada, the Government
of Canada announced measures effective March 18, 2020 to close its
borders to foreign nationals entering the country and to redirect
international flight arrivals to predesignated airports. Additionally,
multiple provinces within Canada declared states of emergency due
to the COVID–19 outbreak.

Notice of Action

Given the outbreak and continued transmission and spread of
COVID–19 within the United States and globally, I have determined
that the risk of continued transmission and spread of COVID–19
between the United States and Canada poses a ‘‘specific threat to
human life or national interests.’’

U.S. and Canadian officials have mutually determined that non-
essential travel between the United States and Canada poses addi-
tional risk of transmission and spread of COVID–19 and places the
populace of both nations at increased risk of contracting COVID–19.
Moreover, given the sustained human-to-human transmission of the
virus, maintaining the current level of travel between the two nations
places the personnel staffing land ports of entry between the United
States and Canada, as well as the individuals traveling through these
ports of entry, at increased risk of exposure to COVID–19. Accord-
ingly, and consistent with the authority granted in 19 U.S.C.

1 Statement on the second meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) Emer-
gency Committee regarding the outbreak of novel coronavirus (2019–nCoV) (Jan. 30,
2020), available at https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/30–01–2020-statement-on-the-
second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-
regarding-the-outbreak-of-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov).
2 HHS, ‘‘Determination that a Public Health Emergency Exists,’’ https://www.phe.gov/
emergency/news/healthactions/phe/Pages/2019-nCoV.aspx.
3 Proclamation 9994 of Mar. 13, 2020 on Declaring a National Emergency Concerning the
Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID–19) Outbreak, 85 FR 15337 (Mar. 18, 2020).
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1318(b)(1)(C) and (b)(2),4 I have determined that land ports of entry
along the U.S.-Canadian border will suspend normal operations and
process for entry only those travelers engaged in ‘‘essential travel,’’
defined below, for entry into the United States. Given the definition of
‘‘essential travel’’ below, this temporary alteration in land ports of
entry operations should not interrupt legitimate trade between the
two nations or disrupt critical supply chains that ensure food, fuel,
medicine, and other critical materials reach individuals on both sides
of the border.

For purposes of the temporary alteration in certain designated
ports of entry operations authorized under 19 U.S.C. 1318(b)(1)(C)
and (b)(2), travel through the land ports of entry and ferry terminals
along the United States-Canada border shall be limited to ‘‘essential
travel,’’ which includes, but is not limited to—

• U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents returning to the
United States;

• Individuals traveling for medical purposes (e.g., to receive medi-
cal treatment in the United States);

• Individuals traveling to attend educational institutions;

• Individuals traveling to work in the United States (e.g., individu-
als working in the farming or agriculture industry who must
travel between the United States and Canada in furtherance of
such work);

• Individuals traveling for emergency response and public health
purposes (e.g., government officials or emergency responders en-
tering the United States to support Federal, state, local, tribal,

4 19 U.S.C. 1318(b)(1)(C) provides that ‘‘[n]otwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Secretary of the Treasury, when necessary to respond to a national emergency declared
under the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) or to a specific threat to human
life or national interests,’’ is authorized to ‘‘take any . . . action that may be necessary to
respond directly to the national emergency or specific threat.’’ On March 1, 2003, certain
functions of the Secretary of the Treasury were transferred to the Secretary of Homeland
Security. See 6 U.S.C. 202(2), 203(1). Under 6 U.S.C. 212(a)(1), authorities ‘‘related to
Customs revenue functions’’ were reserved to the Secretary of the Treasury. To the extent
that any authority under section 1318(b)(1) was reserved to the Secretary of the Treasury,
it has been delegated to the Secretary of Homeland Security. See Treas. Dep’t Order No.
100–16 (May 15, 2003), 68 FR 28322 (May 23, 2003). Additionally, 19 U.S.C. 1318(b)(2)
provides that ‘‘[n]otwithstanding any other provision of law, the Commissioner of U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, when necessary to respond to a specific threat to human
life or national interests, is authorized to close temporarily any Customs office or port of
entry or take any other lesser action that may be necessary to respond to the specific
threat.’’ Congress has vested in the Secretary of Homeland Security the ‘‘functions of all
officers, employees, and organizational units of the Department,’’ including the Commis-
sioner of CBP. 6 U.S.C. 112(a)(3).
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or territorial government efforts to respond to COVID–19 or
other emergencies);

• Individuals engaged in lawful cross-border trade (e.g., truck
drivers supporting the movement of cargo between the United
States and Canada);

• Individuals engaged in official government travel or diplomatic
travel;

• Members of the U.S. Armed Forces, and the spouses and children
of members of the U.S. Armed Forces, returning to the United
States; and

• Individuals engaged in military-related travel or operations.
The following travel does not fall within the definition of ‘‘essential

travel’’ for purposes of this Notification—
• Individuals traveling for tourism purposes (e.g., sightseeing, rec-

reation, gambling, or attending cultural events).
At this time, this Notification does not apply to air, freight rail, or

sea travel between the United States and Canada, but does apply to
passenger rail and ferry travel between the United States and
Canada. These restrictions are temporary in nature and shall remain
in effect until 11:59 p.m. EDT on April 20, 2020. This Notification may
be amended or rescinded prior to that time, based on circumstances
associated with the specific threat.

The Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) is
hereby directed to prepare and distribute appropriate guidance to
CBP personnel on implementation of the temporary measures set
forth in this Notification. The CBP Commissioner may determine
that other forms of travel, such as travel in furtherance of economic
stability or social order, constitute ‘‘essential travel’’ under this Noti-
fication. Further, the CBP Commissioner may, on an individualized
basis and for humanitarian reasons or for other purposes in the
national interest, permit the processing of travelers to the United
States not engaged in ‘‘essential travel.’’

The Acting Secretary of Homeland Security, Chad F. Wolf, having
reviewed and approved this document, is delegating the authority to
electronically sign this document to Chad Mizelle, who is the Acting
General Counsel for DHS, for purposes of publication in the Federal
Register.

CHAD R. MIZELLE,
Acting General Counsel,

U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

[Published in the Federal Register, March 24, 2020 (85 FR 16548)]
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19 CFR CHAPTER I

NOTIFICATION OF TEMPORARY TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS
APPLICABLE TO LAND PORTS OF ENTRY AND FERRIES
SERVICE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, U.S. Department of Homeland
Security; U.S. Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: Notification of temporary travel restrictions.

SUMMARY: This document announces the decision of the Secretary
of Homeland Security to temporarily limit the travel of individuals
from Mexico into the United States at land ports of entry along the
United States-Mexico border to ‘‘essential travel’’ as further defined
in this document.

DATES: These restrictions go into effect at 11:59 p.m. Eastern
Daylight Time (EDT) on March 20, 2020 and will remain in effect
until 11:59 p.m. EDT on April 20, 2020.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Alyce Modesto,
Office of Field Operations, U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) at 202–344–3788.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID–19), a communicable disease
caused by a new (novel) coronavirus named SARS–CoV–2, is a respi-
ratory disease that can cause fever, cough, and difficulty breathing,
with reported illnesses ranging from mildly symptomatic to severe
illness and death. Although the virus that causes COVID–19 was
originally detected in China, it has resulted in a pandemic with cases
in 158 countries, including in the United States and Mexico. On
January 30, 2020, the Director-General of the World Health Organi-
zation declared the outbreak a ‘‘public health emergency of interna-
tional concern’’ under the International Health Regulations (2005).1

On January 31, 2020, the Secretary of the Department of Health and
Human Services declared a nationwide ‘‘public health emergency’’
under section 319 of the Public Health Service Act, 42 U.S.C. 274d, as

1 Statement on the second meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) Emer-
gency Committee regarding the outbreak of novel coronavirus (2019–nCoV) (Jan. 30,
2020), available at https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/30–01–2020-statement-on-the-
second-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-
regarding-the-outbreak-of-novel-coronavirus-(2019-ncov).
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a result of confirmed cases of COVID–19.2 On March 11, 2020, the
World Health Organization announced that the COVID–19 outbreak
can be characterized as a pandemic. On March 13, 2020, the Presi-
dent determined that the ongoing COVID–19 pandemic is of sufficient
severity and magnitude to warrant an emergency determination un-
der section 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121–5207. In addition, on March 13,
2020, the President declared a national emergency under sections
201 and 301 of the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.3

The Mexican Ministry of Education has closed all schools from March
20 until April 20, and between March 23 and April 19, the Mexican
government has implemented a domestic social-distancing campaign
to minimize the spread of the virus that causes COVID–19.

Notice of Action

Given the outbreak and continued transmission and spread of
COVID–19 within the United States and globally, I have determined
that the risk of continued transmission and spread of COVID–19
between the United States and Mexico poses a ‘‘specific threat to
human life or national interests.’’

U.S. and Mexican officials have mutually determined that non-
essential travel between the United States and Mexico poses addi-
tional risk of transmission and spread of COVID–19 and places the
populace of both nations at increased risk of contracting COVID–19.
Moreover, given the sustained human-to-human transmission of the
virus, maintaining the current level of travel between the two nations
places the personnel staffing land ports of entry between the United
States and Mexico, as well as the individuals traveling through these
ports of entry, at increased risk of exposure to COVID–19. Accord-
ingly, and consistent with the authority granted in 19 U.S.C.
1318(b)(1)(C) and (b)(2),4 I have determined that land ports of entry

2 HHS, ‘‘Determination that a Public Health Emergency Exists,’’ https://www.phe.gov/
emergency/news/healthactions/phe/Pages/2019-nCoV.aspx.
3 Proclamation 9994 of Mar. 13, 2020 on Declaring a National Emergency Concerning the
Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID–19) Outbreak, 85 FR 15337 (Mar. 18, 2020).
4 19 U.S.C. 1318(b)(1)(C) provides that ‘‘[n]otwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Secretary of the Treasury, when necessary to respond to a national emergency declared
under the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) or to a specific threat to human
life or national interests,’’ is authorized to ‘‘take any . . . action that may be necessary to
respond directly to the national emergency or specific threat.’’ On March 1, 2003, certain
functions of the Secretary of the Treasury were transferred to the Secretary of Homeland
Security. See 6 U.S.C. 202(2), 203(1). Under 6 U.S.C. 212(a)(1), authorities ‘‘related to
Customs revenue functions’’ were reserved to the Secretary of the Treasury. To the extent
that any authority under section 1318(b)(1) was reserved to the Secretary of the Treasury,
it has been delegated to the Secretary of Homeland Security. See Treas. Dep’t Order No.
100–16 (May 15, 2003), 68 FR 28322 (May 23, 2003). Additionally, 19 U.S.C. 1318(b)(2)
provides that ‘‘[n]otwithstanding any other provision of law, the Commissioner of U.S.
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along the U.S.-Mexican border will suspend normal operations and
process for entry only those travelers engaged in ‘‘essential travel,’’
defined below, for entry into the United States. Given the definition of
‘‘essential travel’’ below, this temporary alteration in land ports of
entry operations should not interrupt legitimate trade between the
two nations or disrupt critical supply chains that ensure food, fuel,
medicine, and other critical materials reach individuals on both sides
of the border.

For purposes of the temporary alteration in certain designated
ports of entry operations authorized under 19 U.S.C. 1318(b)(1)(C)
and (b)(2), travel through the land ports of entry and ferry terminals
along the United States-Mexico border shall be limited to ‘‘essential
travel,’’ which includes, but is not limited to—

• U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents returning to the
United States;

• Individuals traveling for medical purposes (e.g., to receive medi-
cal treatment in the United States);

• Individuals traveling to attend educational institutions;

• Individuals traveling to work in the United States (e.g., individu-
als working in the farming or agriculture industry who must
travel between the United States and Mexico in furtherance of
such work);

• Individuals traveling for emergency response and public health
purposes (e.g., government officials or emergency responders en-
tering the United States to support Federal, state, local, tribal,
or territorial government efforts to respond to COVID–19 or
other emergencies);

• Individuals engaged in lawful cross-border trade (e.g., truck
drivers supporting the movement of cargo between the United
States and Mexico);

• Individuals engaged in official government travel or diplomatic
travel;

• Members of the U.S. Armed Forces, and the spouses and children
of members of the U.S. Armed Forces, returning to the United
States; and

Customs and Border Protection, when necessary to respond to a specific threat to human
life or national interests, is authorized to close temporarily any Customs office or port of
entry or take any other lesser action that may be necessary to respond to the specific
threat.’’ Congress has vested in the Secretary of Homeland Security the ‘‘functions of all
officers, employees, and organizational units of the Department,’’ including the Commis-
sioner of CBP. 6 U.S.C. 112(a)(3).
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• Individuals engaged in military-related travel or operations.

The following travel does not fall within the definition of ‘‘essential
travel’’ for purposes of this Notification—

• Individuals traveling for tourism purposes (e.g., sightseeing, rec-
reation, gambling, or attending cultural events).

At this time, this Notification does not apply to air, freight rail, or
sea travel between the United States and Mexico, but does apply to
passenger rail and ferry travel between the United States and
Mexico. These restrictions are temporary in nature and shall remain
in effect until 11:59 p.m. EDT on April 20, 2020. This Notification may
be amended or rescinded prior to that time, based on circumstances
associated with the specific threat.

The Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) is
hereby directed to prepare and distribute appropriate guidance to
CBP personnel on implementation of the temporary measures set
forth in this Notification. The CBP Commissioner may determine
that other forms of travel, such as travel in furtherance of economic
stability or social order, constitute ‘‘essential travel’’ under this Noti-
fication. Further, the CBP Commissioner may, on an individualized
basis and for humanitarian reasons or for other purposes in the
national interest, permit the processing of travelers to the United
States not engaged in ‘‘essential travel.’’

The Acting Secretary of Homeland Security, Chad F. Wolf, having
reviewed and approved this document, is delegating the authority to
electronically sign this document to Chad Mizelle, who is the Acting
General Counsel for DHS, for purposes of publication in the Federal
Register.

CHAD R. MIZELLE,
Acting General Counsel,

U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

[Published in the Federal Register, March 24, 2020 (85 FR 16547)]

◆

COMMERCIAL CUSTOMS OPERATIONS ADVISORY
COMMITTEE (COAC)

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), Department
of Homeland Security (DHS).

ACTION: Committee management; Notice of Federal advisory com-
mittee meeting.

SUMMARY: The Commercial Customs Operations Advisory Com-
mittee (COAC) will hold its quarterly meeting on Wednesday, April
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15, 2020, in Washington, DC. The meeting will be open to the public
via webinar only. There is no on-site, in-person option for this quar-
terly meeting.

DATES: The COAC will meet on Wednesday, April 15, 2020, from
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. EDT. Please note that the meeting may close
early if the committee has completed its business. Comments must
be submitted in writing no later than April 14, 2020.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held via webinar. The webinar
link and conference number will be provided to all registrants by
10:00 a.m. EDT on April 15, 2020. For information on facilities or
services for individuals with disabilities or to request special
assistance at the meeting, contact Ms. Florence Constant-Gibson,
Office of Trade Relations, U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP), at (202) 344–1440 as soon as possible.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. Florence
Constant-Gibson, Office of Trade Relations, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Room 3.5A,
Washington, DC 20229; telephone (202) 344–1440; facsimile (202)
325–4290; or Ms. Valarie M. Neuhart, Acting Executive Director
and Designated Federal Officer at (202) 344–1440.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice of this meeting is
given under the Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C.
Appendix. The Commercial Customs Operations Advisory
Committee (COAC) provides advice to the Secretary of Homeland
Security, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Commissioner of
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) on matters pertaining
to the commercial operations of CBP and related functions within
the Department of Homeland Security and the Department of the
Treasury.

Pre-Registration: For members of the public who plan to participate
via webinar, please register online at https://teregistration.cbp.gov/
index.asp?w=177 by 5:00 p.m. EDT on April 14, 2020. For members of
the public who are pre-registered to attend and later need to
cancel a webinar registration, please do so online at https://
teregistration.cbp.gov/cancel.asp?w=177 by April 14, 2020.

To facilitate public participation, we are inviting public comment on
the issues the committee will consider prior to the formulation of
recommendations as listed in the Agenda section below. Comments
must be submitted in writing no later than April 14, 2020, and must
be identified by Docket No. USCBP–2020–0013, and may be submit-
ted by one (1) of the following methods:
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• Federal eRulemaking Portal: http:// www.regulations.gov. Fol-
low the instructions for submitting comments.

• Email: tradeevents@cbp.dhs.gov. Include the docket number in
the subject line of the message.

• Fax: (202) 325–4290, Attention Florence Constant-Gibson.

• Mail: Ms. Florence Constant-Gibson, Office of Trade Relations,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue
NW, Room 3.5A, Washington, DC 20229.

Instructions: All submissions received must include the words
‘‘Department of Homeland Security’’ and the docket number
(USCBP–2020–0013) for this action. Comments received will be
posted without alteration at http://www.regulations.gov. Please do
not submit personal information to this docket.

Docket: For access to the docket or to read background documents or
comments, go to http://www.regulations.gov and search for Docket
Number USCBP–2020–0013. To submit a comment, click the ‘‘Com-
ment Now!’’ button located on the top right-hand side of the docket
page.

There will be multiple public comment periods held during the
meeting on April 15, 2020. Speakers are requested to limit their
comments to two (2) minutes or less to facilitate greater participation.
Contact the individual listed below to register as a speaker. Please
note that the public comment period for speakers may end before the
time indicated on the schedule that is posted on the CBP web page,
http://www.cbp.gov/trade/stakeholder-engagement/coac.

Agenda

The COAC will hear from the current subcommittees on the topics
listed below and then will review, deliberate, provide observations,
and formulate recommendations on how to proceed:

1. The Intelligent Enforcement Subcommittee will provide updates
and recommendations from the working groups under their jurisdic-
tion for COAC’s consideration. The Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
Working Group will provide information regarding improvements in
the eRecordation process and data sharing. The IPR Working Group
will also provide updates and recommendations regarding the De-
partment of Homeland Security Report on Combatting Trafficking in
Counterfeit and Pirated Goods and the Executive Order on Ensuring
Safe and Lawful E-Commerce for United States Consumers, Busi-
nesses, Government Supply Chains, and Intellectual Property
Rights. The Anti-Dumping and Countervailing Duty (AD/CVD) and
Bond Working Groups will provide updates on risk-based bonding as
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well as bonds for Foreign Trade Zones and pipeline operators. The
Forced Labor Working Group will provide updates and recommenda-
tions on the proof of admissibility for forced labor allegations, indus-
try collaboration, and statutory guidance related to disclosure and
mitigation.

2. The Secure Trade Lanes Subcommittee will provide updates on
the Trusted Trader Working Group’s activities specific to Customs
Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (CTPAT) Trade Compliance
implementation and new forced labor program requirements. The
subcommittee will also provide an analysis of the In-Bond processes
with a focus on specific ‘‘Pain Point’’ areas by mode, that are being
developed for potential solutions and to create greater efficiency and
present some recommendations for deliberation. Additionally, the Ex-
port Modernization Working Group will provide updates of export
data elements and opportunities for export process efficiencies. The
subcommittee will also report on the activities of the Remote and
Autonomous Cargo Processing Working Group.

3. The Next Generation Facilitation Subcommittee will provide an
update on the progress on the Emerging Technologies Working
Group’s various initiatives, including the recent completion of the
IPR Blockchain Proof of Concept assessment. The One U.S. Govern-
ment Working Group will discuss progress on the Global Business
Identifier and working group priorities. There will be a subcommittee
update on the progress of the Unified Entry Processes Working
Group’s work towards an operational framework and the results of
mapping out perceived deficiencies in the current entry process.

4. The Rapid Response Subcommittee will provide updates on the
newly formed U.S.–Mexico–Canada Agreement (USMCA) Working
Group, the work that has been completed by the Broker Continuing
Education Taskforce, and discuss its opinion as to why continuing
education is important and should be mandated.

Meeting materials will be available by April 13, 2020, at: http://
www.cbp.gov/trade/stakeholder-engagement/coac/coac-public-
meetings.
Dated: March 20, 2020.

VALARIE M. NEUHART,
Acting Executive Director,
Office of Trade Relations.

[Published in the Federal Register, March 26, 2020 (85 FR 17092)]
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POSTPONEMENT OF THE APRIL 2020 CUSTOMS
BROKER’S LICENSE EXAMINATION

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: General notice.

SUMMARY: This document announces that U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection (CBP) has postponed the customs broker’s license
examination scheduled for April 1, 2020. The examination is post-
poned due to the unprecedented situation related to the coronavirus
(COVID–19), which is having a nationwide impact on CBP’s ability to
conduct the examination.

DATES: The customs broker’s license examination scheduled for
April 1, 2020 is postponed.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Randy Mitchell,
Director, Commercial Operations, Revenue and Entry, Office of
Trade, (202) 325–6532, or brokermanagement@cbp.dhs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background

Section 641 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1641),
provides that a person (an individual, corporation, association, or
partnership) must hold a valid customs broker’s license and permit in
order to transact customs business on behalf of others, sets forth
standards for the issuance of brokers’ licenses and permits, and pro-
vides for the taking of disciplinary action against brokers that have
engaged in specified types of infractions. This section also provides
that an examination may be conducted to assess an applicant’s quali-
fications for a license.

The regulations issued under the authority of section 641 are set
forth in Title 19 of the Code of Federal Regulations, part 111 (19 CFR
part 111). Part 111 sets forth the regulations regarding the licensing
of, and granting of permits to, persons desiring to transact customs
business as customs brokers. These regulations also include the
qualifications required of applicants and the procedures for applying
for licenses and permits. Section 111.11 of the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) regulations (19 CFR 111.11) sets forth the
basic requirements for a broker’s license, and in paragraph (a)(4) of
that section provides that an applicant for an individual broker’s
license must attain a passing grade (75 percent or higher) on the
examination.
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Section 111.13 of the CBP regulations (19 CFR 111.13) sets forth the
requirements and procedures for the examination for an individual
broker’s license and states that the customs broker’s license exami-
nations will be given on the fourth Wednesday in April and October
unless the regularly scheduled examination date conflicts with a
national holiday, religious observance, or other foreseeable event.

The unprecedented situation related to the coronavirus
(COVID–19) has a nationwide impact on CBP’s ability to conduct the
customs broker’s license examination. Testing facilities are being
closed beyond CBP’s control, and best practices for social distancing
and limiting the size of gatherings militate against CBP attempting
to establish alternative testing formats and sites. Accordingly, this
document announces that the April 1, 2020 exam is postponed, and
that the October exam date is still scheduled for October 8, 2020, as
previously announced in a Federal Register notice (84 FR 71440)
published on December 27, 2019. If another test date is identified,
CBP will publish a notice in the Federal Register announcing that
new date. In addition, CBP will continue to provide information on
www.CBP.gov.
Dated: March 19, 2020.

BRENDA B. SMITH,
Executive Assistant Commissioner,

Office of Trade.

[Published in the Federal Register, March 26, 2020 (85 FR 17091)]
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